
Freethinker Friendly 

A program of the 
UU Humanist Association  





Why Freethinker Friendly? 

•  Many atheists, agnostics, 
humanists and other non-
theists do not know UU 
congregations are 
welcoming. 
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•  Many atheists, agnostics, 
humanists and other 
nontheists do not know UU 
congregations are 
welcoming. 

•  The swing toward “spiritual” 
language (particularly by 
ministers) is making current 
UU nontheists feel less at 
home than in the past. 



Four Requirements 

1.  Include language in your published 
welcome statement that includes 
atheists, agnostics, humanists, and other 
non-theists explicitly. 
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2.  Discuss, as a congregation, ways to be 
more inclusive and welcoming in your 
language and rituals. 	  	  
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3.  Provide times and spaces that celebrate 
the humanist worldview, such as regular 
humanist services or a humanist local 
group. 

4.  Reach out to the wider non-theistic 
community and let them know you exist 
and that you want to support them. 	  	  



Benefits 

•  You can display the Freethinker Friendly 
logo and a statement of what it means on 
your website and literature to draw 
attention to your welcoming stance. 
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Benefits 

•  You will better serve the "nones", the 
huge and growing segment of the 
population, especially younger people, 
who have rejected traditional organized 
religion.	  	   	  



Benefits 

•  The UU Humanist Association will be 
promoting the program through all types 
of media, drawing attention to the fact 
that UU congregations, including the 
Freethinker Friendly ones in particular, are 
great "habitats for humanism".	  	  	  	   	  



What can you do? 

•  Sign up here, at the booth (#201) or on-
line to be kept informed about the 
program. 

	  	  	  	   	  



What can you do? 

•  Sign up here, at the booth (#201) or on-
line to be kept informed about the 
program. 
http://HUUmanists.org/programs/freethinker-friendly 

•  Watch for the “How to get the 
conversation started” article and open the 
conversation with your minister and 
leadership.	  



What can you do? 

•  Model respectful, considerate, and 
positive dialog that emphasizes our 
shared love of Unitarian Universalism, 
regardless of our (a-)theology, and our 
mutual desire to serve as many people as 
possible. 
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•  Model respectful, considerate, and 
positive dialog that emphasizes our 
shared love of Unitarian Universalism, 
regardless of our (a-)theology, and our 
mutual desire to serve as many people as 
possible. 

•  Persist until your congregation is officially 
designated Freethinker Friendly! 



What can you do? 

And don’t forget to join or 
donate to the UU Humanist 
Association. You make 
Freethinker Friendly and all 
our programs possible! 


